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SANTRAUKA 

Lietuvai atgavus nepriklausomybg iki tol gyvavusi vienpakope 
aukstqjq studijq sistema reorganizuota j daugiapakopg su ba- 
kalauro, magistranturos ir doktoranturos studijomis. Analizuo- 
jant magistranturos studijas, kaip naujas ir nebudingas Lietu- 
vai, isryskeja magistranturos turinio ir kryptingumo priestarin- 
gumai. Magistranturos studijq vadovai, atsakingi uz studijq tu- 
rinj, jas suvokia kaip skirtas pasirengti mokslinei veiklai, tuo 
tarpu magistrantai bei absolventai - profesinei veiklai. Taigi Lie- 
tuvoje magistranturos akademinis ir profesinis profiliai nera ais- 
kiai atskirti ir apibrezti, todel rekomenduotina pripazinti ir jtei- 
sinti akademinio, profesinio o kartais ir misraus profilio ma- 
gistranturos studijas. 

PAGRINDINiy SAVOKy APIBREZIMAI 

• Aukstasis issilavinimas - aukstesnis uz vidurinj issilavini- 
mas, jgyjamas aukstosiose mokyklose (kolegijose ir univer- 
sitetuose). Aukstasis issilavinimas suteikia auksciausio lyg- 
mens profesiniq kompetencijq, reikalingq sudetingoms pro- 
fesijoms, jgijimq. 

• Aukstoji mokykla- mokymo jstaiga (kolegija ar universitetas), 
kurioje teikiamas aukstasis issilavinimas ir auksciausio lygmens 
profesines kompetencijos. 

• Magistrantura- studijq universitete antroji pakopa, skirta as- 
mens profesinei ir mokslinei kvalifikacijai kelti. Magistantura ga- 
li buti dviejq krypciu: gilinamoji (akademine), skirta gilinti as- 
mens kvalifikacij^, bei pleciamoji (profesine) isplesti kvalifikaci- 
j^ visiskai nauja studijq kryptimi. 

• Magistras- asmuo, baiggs magistranturos studijas. 

• Kvalifikacija- asmens tinkamumo tarn tikram darbui laipsnis, 
reikiamq ziniq ir gebejimq turejimas. Kvalifikacijos turinj lemia 
turimq kompetencijq sistema. 


ABSTRACT 

When independence was restored in Lithuania, a single-stage 
higher education system that had existed hitherto was reorganised 
into a multi-stage system with Bachelor, Master and Doctoral 
programme studies. The analysis of Master studies, as a new and 
atypical phenomenon in Lithuania, highlights the discrepancies 
between Master programme curricula and its orientation. Master 
study supervisors, responsible for study curricula and orientation, 
understand the studies as preparation for research activity, whereas 
master students and graduates link them to labour market. In 
Lithuania, academic and professional profiles are not clearly 
distinguished and defined in Master study programmes; therefore, 
it is recommended to acknowledge and legitimate academic, 
professional and even combined profile Master studies. 

DEFINITIONS OF KEY WORDS 

• Higher education is higher than secondary education, acquired 
at higher schools (colleges and universities). Higher education 
guarantees the acquisition of the highest level of professional 
competences necessary for complicated professions. 

• Higher educational institutions an educational institution (col- 
lege or university) that provides higher education and profes- 
sional competences of the highest level. 

• Graduate studies or master studies is the second stage of the 
university studies devoted to upgrading professional and aca- 
demic qualification. Master studies can be of two directions: 
deepening (academic), devoted to deepening personal qualifi- 
cations, and broadening (professional), devoted to broadening 
the qualification into a completely new study direction. 

• A Master's a person who graduated from master studies. 

• Qualification is the degree to which a person is suitable for a 
certain job, having the necessary knowledge and skills. The con- 
tent of qualifications is determined by the system of current com- 
petencies. 
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jVADAS 

Aukstojo mokslo sistema yra svarbiausia kiekvienos sa- 
lies mokymo, mokslo ir kulturos, socialines ir ekonomi- 
nes pletros zidinys. Lietuvai atgavus nepriklausomybq iki 
tol gyvavusi vienpakope aukstqjq studijq sistema reorga- 
nizuota j daugiapakopq su bakalauro, magistranturos ir 
doktoranturos studijomis. Tai sutapo su pasaulinemis 
aukstojo mokslo vystymo tendencijomis. Taciau sios sis- 
temos jvedimas atskleide jos suderinamumo su darbo 
rinkos reikalavimais, Europos Sqjungos tendencijomis ir 
kt. problemas. Poziuriu nevienodumas isryskejo suvokiant 
magistranturos studijq kryptingumq: „sios studijos skir- 
tos pasirengti savarankiskam mokslo ar meno darbui ar 
darbui, kuriam atlikti reikia tvirtesniq moksliniqziniq ar ge- 
bejimq” (Aukstojo mokslo jstatymas, 2000). 

Sio straipsnio tikslas: atskleisti magistranturos stu- 
dijq Lietuvos universitetuose kryptingumq. Siekiantsio 
tikslo, buvo atlikta magistranturos studijq analize Lie- 
tuvos aukstojo mokslo politikos kontekste; apibrezti pa- 
grindiniai magistranturos studijq kryptingumo mode- 
liai uzsienio salyse; jvertintas jq kryptingumas ir turi- 
nys studijq vadovq, magistrantq ir absolventq poziuriu. 

Siam uzdaviniui pasiekti nagrineta Lietuvos ir uzsie- 
nio saliq moksline literatura ir aukstqjj mokslq reglamen- 
tuojantys dokumentai, 2002 m. atlikta anketine apklau- 
sa. Jos tikslas - istirti magistranturos studijq kryptingu- 
mq, jos buklq Lietuvos aukstosiose mokyklose ir gali- 
mas jos tobulinimo kryptis. Buvo apklausti ivairiq Lietu- 
vos aukstqjq mokyklq magistranturos programu vado- 
vai, atsakingi uz studijq programos turini ir kryptingu- 
mq, magistrantai bei absolventai. Kiekvienai respondentu 
grupei buvo sudarytos skirtingos anketos, taciau, sie- 
kiant nustatyti objektyvq bukles jvertinimq, dalis klausi- 
mq buvo pateikiami kelioms tiriamqjq grupems. 

Duomenys buvo renkami anketines apklausos bu- 
du. Magistrantq ir absolventq apklausos anketos buvo 
siunciamos pastu ir paskelbtos internete. Pastu buvo 
gautos 293 absolventq ir 72 magistrantq anketos, o in- 
ternetu absolventai atsake j 149, magistrantai - j 32 
anketas. Is 388 Lietuvoje jregistruotu magistranturos 
programu j anketas atsake 164 jq vadovai. 
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MAGISTRANTURA 

LIETUVOS AUKSTOJO MOKSLO 

POLITIKOJE 

Lietuva yra viena pirmqjq Rytu ir Centrines Europos 
saliq ryztingai emusi reformuoti savo aukstojo moks- 
lo sistemq, artindama jq prie Vakarq saliq sistemq. Ta- 
ciau, nepaisant to, teisiniq aktq, reglamentuojanciq 
magistrantur^, nera daug. Tiesiogiai aukst^jj mokslq 
ir magistrantur^ reglamentuoja LR Mokslo ir studijq 
bei Aukstojo mokslo jstatymas, taip pat Kvalifikaciniai 
aukstojo issilavinimo bei nuosekliqjq studijq nuosta- 
tai. Pagrindiniai magistranturos parametrai yra detali- 
zuojami Baltojoje knygoje „Lietuvos aukstasis moks- 
las” (1998) bei Lietuvos Mokslo tarybos parengtoje 
studijoje „Magistrantura Lietuvos aukstosiose mokyk- 
lose: bukle ir tobulinimo gaires”(2001). 


INTRODUCTION 

The system of higher education is the most important source of 
educational, scientific and cultural, social and economical de- 
velopment in every country. When independence was restored 
in Lithuania a single-stage higher education system that had 
existed hitherto was reorganised into multi-stage system with 
Bachelor, Master and Doctoral programme studies. It coincided 
with the world’s higher education developmental tendencies. 
However, the introduction of this system caused the problems 
of its compatibility with labour market demands, tendencies in 
the European Union and other issues. Inconsistence in ap- 
proaches manifested itself in trying to understand the orienta- 
tion of Master studies: “these studies are designed for the prepa- 
ration for independent work in the sphere of science and arts 
or work that requires more solid scientific knowledge and skills” 
(Law of Higher Education, 2000). 

The purpose of the article is to reveal the discrepancies 
between Master study programme orientation and curricula 
in Lithuanian universities. To reach this purpose, the analysis 
of Master studies in the context of Lithuanian higher educa- 
tion politics was carried out; the major models of Master pro- 
gramme orientation in foreign countries were defined; their 
orientation and curricula were evaluated from the point of view 
of Master study supervisors, Master programme students and 
graduates. 

To reach this target, scientific sources by Lithuanian and 
foreign authors and documents that regulate higher educa- 
tion were also analysed; in 2002, an investigation applying a 
questionnaire method was carried out. Its purpose was to 
explore the orientation of Master study programmes, its state 
in Lithuanian higher education institutions and possible de- 
velopmental directions. Master study programme supervisors 
from various Lithuanian higher schools, responsible for the 
curricula and orientation of study programmes, Master pro- 
gramme students and graduates participated in the research. 
Different questionnaires were developed for each respondent 
group; however, to ensure the objective evaluation of the situ- 
ation, several similar questions were presented to some groups 
of research participants. 

The data were collected using a questionnaire survey 
method. Questionnaires for Master programme students and 
graduates were sent by post and via Internet. 293 graduates 
and 72 Master programme students responded by post and 
149 graduates and 32 Master programme students returned 
their responses via Internet. Master programme supervisors 
of 1 64 study programmes responded out of 388 Master pro- 
grammes registered in Lithuania. 

1 

MASTER STUDIES 

IN THE POLITICS OF LITHUANIAN 

HIGHER EDUCATION 

Lithuania is one of the first Eastern and Central Europe coun- 
tries that started resolute reforms in its higher education sys- 
tem, approaching it to the systems of higher education in West- 
ern countries. Nevertheless, we have not many legal acts regu- 
lating Master studies. Higher education and Master studies 
are directly regulated by the Law of Science and Study and 
the Law of Higher Education of the Republic of Lithuania, as 
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Svietimo reformos pradzioje naujai kuriamq auksto- 
jo mokslo sistemq reglamentavo Mokslo ir studijq jsta- 
tymas, Lietuvos Respublikos Auksciausios Tarybos pri- 
imtas 1991 m. vasario 12 d. (Nr. 1-1052), ir Vyriausybes 
1993 m. spalio 14 d. nutarimu patvirtinti kvalifikaciniai 
aukstojo mokslo bei aukstujq mokyklq steigimo ir ates- 
tavimo nuostatai. Taciau sie dokumentai nepilnai api- 
breze studijq sistemq, studijq pakopq esmg, todel atsi- 
rado poziuriq nevienodumas. Tuo metu galiojusieji nuo- 
statai magistranturqtraktavo kaip studijas, orientuotas j 
mokslq, nesiejant ju su profesine veikla. 

2000 m. priimtame LR Aukstojo mokslo jstatyme yra 
detaliau apibreztos antrosios pakopos magistranturos ir 
specialiosios profesines studijos. Jstatymas magistrantu- 
rq apibudina kaip sios pakopos studijas „skirtas savaran- 
kiskarm mokslo ar meno darbui arba darbui, kuriam reikia 
tvirtesniq moksliniq ziniu ir gebejimu” (Lietuvos aukstojo 
mokslo jstatymas, 2000). Specialiosios profesines studi- 
jos apibreziamos kaip antrosios pakopos nuosekliosios 
universitetines studijos, j kurias priimami asmenys, baigg 
universitetines pagrindines studijas, ir kurios skirtos tarn 
tikros studijq krypties profesinei kvalifikacijai jgyti. 

2000 m. Lietuvos Respublikos vyriausybe prieme 
nuosekliqju studijq programq nuostatus, kurie reglamen- 
tuoja nuosekliujq studijq programq sudarymq, vykdy- 
mq ir vertinimq. Jie pakeite iki tol galiojusius Kvalifikaci- 
nius aukstojo issilavinimo nuostatus. Nuosekliqju stu- 
dijq programq nuostatuose yra apibreziarmas magist- 
ranturos studijq turinys, kuris turetq buti „grindziamas 
ziniomis ir jgudziais, jgytais pirmosios pakopos univer- 
sitetinese studijose”, ir „jame negali buti studijuojami 
pirmosios pakopos dalykai”. Taip pat buvo patikslinami 
studijq apimties ir destytoju kokybines sudeties reikala- 
vimai. Nustatyta magistranturos programos apimtis tu- 
retq buti „ne maziau 60 kreditq (1 ,5 metq dieniniq studi- 
jq) ir ne daugiau 80 kreditq (2 metq dieniniq studijq)” 
(Nuosekliujq studijq programq nuostatai, 2000). 

Nuosekliqju studijq programq nuostatai pakankamai 
issamiai nustato reikalavimus magistranturos studijoms. 
Taciau juose stokojama apibendrintq reikalavimq ma- 
gistranturos studijq pasiekimams, t.y. kompetencijq, ku- 
riomis turetq pasizymeti asmuo, jgijgs magistro laipsnj. 

2 

MAGISTRANTUROS 
STUDIjg MODELIAI 
UZSIENIO SALYSE 

1998 m. pasirasytos Sorbonos ir po metq priimtos Bo- 
lonijos deklaracijq tikslas yra sukurti bendrq Europos 
aukstojo mokslo erdvg (The European Higher Educa- 
tion Area. Joint Declaration of the European Ministers 
of Education, 1999). Siekiant sio tikslo turi buti pritaiky- 
ta bendra, bet lanksti kvalifikaciju struktura, jvestas tar- 
pinis kvalifikacinis laipsnis (pirmasis - bakalauro - kva- 
lifikacinis laipsnis suteikiamas ne anksciau kaip po tre- 
jq metq studijq, o dar po 1-2 metq antrosios pakopos 
studijq turetq buti suteiktas magistro kvalifikacinis laips- 
nis), jdiegta kreditq sistema (ECTS), skatinamas studen- 
tq ir destytojq mobilumas, naudojimasis naujomis mo- 
kymosi galirmybemis (integruotos studijq programos, 


well as Qualification Regulations of Higher Education and 
Consecutive Studies. The major parameters of Master stud- 
ies are defined in detail in the White Book of “Lithuanian Higher 
Education” (1998) and the study prepared by the Board of 
Science in Lithuania “Master Studies in Lithuanian Higher 
Schools: State and Guidelines for Development” (2001). 

At the beginning of the educational reform, a newly de- 
veloped system of higher education was regulated by the 
Law of Science and Studies, enacted by the Supreme Coun- 
sil of the Lithuanian Republic on 12 February 1991 (No. I- 
1052), and Qualification Regulations of Higher Education Es- 
tablishment and Attestation certified by the Governmental de- 
cision on 14 October 1993. However, these documents did 
not provide a full description of the study system, its stages 
causing discrepancy in attitudes. The existing regulations 
treated Master studies as science-oriented studies, not re- 
lated to professional activity. 

The Higher Education Law of the Republic of Lithuania, 
enacted in 2000, defined the second stage Master and Spe- 
cial professional studies in more detail. Law defines Master 
studies as second stage studies “designed to independent 
work in the sphere of science and arts or work that requires 
more solid scientific knowledge and skills” (Law of Higher 
Education, 2000). Special professional studies are defined as 
second stage consecutive university studies that enrol people 
holding Bachelor degrees and are designed to provide a pro- 
fessional qualification in a certain study programme. 

In 2000, the government of The Republic of Lithuania is- 
sued Regulations of Consecutive Study Programmes that regu- 
late the development, provision and evaluation of consecutive 
study programmes. They changed Qualification Regulations 
of Higher Education existing hitherto. The Regulations of Con- 
secutive Studies define Master study curriculum as “based on 
knowledge and skills acquired in the first stage of university 
studies”, and “it cannot include the subjects of the first stage”. 
The regulations clarified the requirements for the extent of stud- 
ies and teacher qualification. The extent of Master study pro- 
gramme is “not less than 30 credits (1 . 5-year full-time studies) 
and not more than 80 credits (2-year full-time studies)” (Regu- 
lations of Consecutive Study Programmes, 2000). 

Regulations of Consecutive Study Programmes set quite 
comprehensive requirements for Master studies. However, 
they lack more generalised requirements for Master study 
achievements, i.e. competences characteristic to a person 
who has acquired a Master’s degree. 

2 

MASTER STUDY MODELS 
IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The purpose of the Declaration signed in Sorbonne in 1 998 and 
enacted in Bologna a year after is to create a common Eu- 
ropean Higher Education Area (The European Higher Educa- 
tion Area. Joint Declaration of the European Ministers of Educa- 
tion, 1999). To reach such an objective, it is necessary to in- 
troduce a common flexible qualification structure, an interme- 
diate qualification degree (the first, Bachelor, degree is conferred 
not earlier than after three-year studies, and Master qualification 
degree is conferred after 1 -2-year second stage studies), to im- 
plement a credit system (ECTS), to promote student and teacher 
mobility, to create new teaching possibilities (integrated study 
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bendros keliu aukstqjq mokyklq programos), tobulina- 
mos kokybes uztikrinimo, akreditavimo ir jvertinimo sis- 
temos. Siekiama padidinti Europos aukstojo mokslo 
konkurencingumq ir sudaryti geresnes sqlygas absol- 
ventams jsidarbiniti. Siekiant uztikrinti Bolonijos nuostatq 
jgyvendinimq, 2001 m. Prahoje vyko Europos aukstLjjq 
mokyklq rektoriu konferencija ir pasirasyta Salamankos 
deklaracija (Salamanca Convention 2001. The Bolog- 
na Process and the European Hiqher Education Area. 
2001 ). 

Po minetq dokumentq pasirasymo Europos saliq 
aukstojo mokslo sistemose pastebimos naujos tenden- 
cijos. Pirmiausiai, salys stengiasi sumazinti studijq truk- 
mq. Antra, iki siol buvusiose vienpakopese studijose jve- 
damas tarpinis laipsnis. Studijos yra suskaidomos i eta- 
pus: bakalauro ir magistranturos studijas, kuriose sie- 
kiama bakalauro ir magistro kvalifikaciniu laipsniq. To- 
kiu budu yra sutrumpinama studijq trukme, greiciau 
gaunamas pirmasis kvalifikacinis laipsnis. Sis sprendi- 
mas yra laikomas perspektyviu - didejantis studijuojan- 
ciqjq skaicius rodo tendencijq trumpinti studijas, isau- 
go trumpq studijq patrauklumas. 

Vokietijoje ir Austrijoje 1998 m. jstatymais buvo itei- 
sintos pirmosios ir antrosios studijq pakopos - magist- 
ro programos. Italijoje ir Prancuzijoje studijos reorgani- 
zuojamos j pradiniq ir aukstqjq studijq ciklus. Daugu- 
moje kitu saliu atsiranda dvipakopiq studijq elementai. 

Viena svarbiausiq priezasciu, kodel yra siekiama su- 
trumpinti realiq studijq trukmq, yra pernelyg uzsitqsu- 
sios studijos. Pavyzdziui, Danijoje ir Austrijoje, kur stu- 
dijq programq apimtis 4-5 metai, dauguma studentq jas 
baigia po 7-8 metq. Panasios problemos budingos Vo- 
kietijai, Prancuzijai, Olandijai, Italijai. 

Pastebimos tokios „uzsitqsusiq“ studijq priezastys: 
studijq programq perkrovimas, grqsiantis nedarbas bai- 
gus studijas, nemokamas mokslas ir silpna motyvacija 
del netinkamo konkrecios programos pasirinkimo, dar- 
bas studijq metu ir kt. (Two decades of reform in Higher 
Education, 2000). 

Is kitos puses, ilgai trunkancios studijos sukelia ne- 
maza negatyviq veiksniu: didelj studentq nubyrejimq, 
ypac pirmaisiais studijq metais, studentai veliau ateina 
j darbo rinkq, dideja islaidos studentams, jq seimoms ir 
valstybei bei mazeja galimybes studijuoti zemesnio so- 
cialinio sluoksnio jaunuoliams. Iskyla papildomi sunku- 
mai pritraukiant studentus j techninio profilio studijas. 

Taciau tarpinio - bakalauro - kvalifikacinio laipsnio 
jvedimas turi ir silpnqjq pusiq - kadangi magistranturos 
studijq prestizas auga, didele studentq dalis tqsia stu- 
dijas magistranturoje. Del to darbdaviai rodo mazesnj 
susidomejimq bakalaurais. 

Magistro kvalifikacinio laipsnio programq organizavi- 
mo patirtj Pasaulio salyse galima suvesti j tris modelius: 

1 . magistrantura yra orientuota j profesines studijas 
ir taikomuosius tyrimus. Turintys bakalauro laipsnj gali 
siekti magistro kvalifikacinio laipsnio (1-2 metq studi- 
jos) bei daktaro kvalifikacinio laipsnio (4-5 metq studi- 
jos). Magistranturos studijos yra orientuotos j profesinq 
veiklq ir suteikia specifiniq, profesinei veiklai reikalingq 
jgudziq. Sio tipo modelis vyrauja JAV; 

2. magistrantura yra skirta pasirengti mokslinei veik- 
lai. Sio modelio magistranturos studijos yra dvejopos: 


programmes, general joint programmes of some higher 
schools), to develop the systems of quality assurance, accredi- 
tation and evaluation. The purpose is to increase the competi- 
tiveness of European higher education and create better em- 
ployability conditions for university graduates. Aiming to evalu- 
ate the process of implementation of the Bologna Declaration, a 
Higher School Rector Conference took place in Prague in 2001 , 
which supported the Salamanca Convention (Salamanca Con- 
vention 2001. The Bologna Process and the European Higher 
Education Area. 2001). 

These documents gave impetus for the emergence of 
new trends in European Higher Education system. First 
of all, the countries attempt at shortening the duration of 
studies. Second, an intermediate degree has been intro- 
duced in single-stage studies existing hitherto. Studies 
have been separated into stages: Bachelor and Master 
studies providing Bachelor and Master qualification de- 
grees. This shortens the duration of studies and the first 
qualification degree is achieved earlier. This solution is 
quite perspective as the growing number of adult learn- 
ers indicates the tend for short studies. 

In 1998, Laws in Germany and in Austria legitimated first 
and second (Master programmes) stage of studies. In Italy 
and France studies are being reorganised into initial and 
higher study stages. In many other countries two-stage study 
elements emerged. 

One of the main reasons of the demand for shortening 
the real study duration is that studies last too long. For in- 
stance, in Denmark and Austria, where study programmes 
are to be covered in 4-5 years, for the majority of students it 
takes 7-8 years to complete the studies. Similar problems 
exist in Germany, France, Holland and Italy. 

The following reasons for “prolonged” studies have been 
observed: the overload of study programmes, threat of un- 
employment after graduation, free education and weak moti- 
vation due to unsuitable choice of a concrete programme, 
employment during the studies, etc. (Two Decades of Re- 
form in Higher Education, 2000). 

On the other hand, long-lasting studies cause a lot of ne- 
gative factors: large drop-out rates, especially in the first-year 
of studies, students enter labour market later, expenses for 
students, families and state increase, possibilities to study 
for lower social status youth decrease. Additional difficulties 
arise to attract students into technical profile studies. 

However, the introduction of an intermediate qualification 
degree - Bachelor degree - has also some drawbacks: as the 
prestige of Master studies is increasing, a great number of stu- 
dents continue studies in Master programmes. Therefore, em- 
ployers show a lack of interest in Bachelor study graduates. 

The world experience of Master qualification degree pro- 
gramme organisation can be converged into three models: 

1 . Master studies oriented to professional studies and ap- 
plied research. Students holding a Bachelor degree can study 
for a Master’s qualification degree (1 -2-year studies) and for a 
Doctoral qualification degree (4-5-year studies, adding some 
more years for dissertation writing). Master studies are profes- 
sion-oriented and provide skills in a specific vocational activ- 
ity. This type of model prevails in the USA. 

2. Master studies are oriented to the preparation for sci- 
entific work. There are two kinds of studies of this model: 
applied research-oriented and fundamental research-ori- 
ented. Having chosen applied research and having performed 
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orientuotos j taikomuosius ir j fundamentaliuosius tyri- 
mus. Studentai, pasirinkq taikomuosius tyrimus ir atlikq 
praktikq jmoneje, po metq gauna magistro kvalifikacini 
laipsnj ir gali pradeti profesinp veiklq arba tgsti studijas 
daktaro laipsniui gauti. Asmenys, labiau gilingsi j fun- 
damentaliqjq tyrimq studijas, po vieneriq metq gauna 
magistro laipsnj, akcentuojantj moksling kvalifikacijq. 
Dar dvejus metus dirbant mokslinj darbq, pasiekiamas 
daktaro laipsnis. Sis magistranturos modelis dominuo- 
ja Prancuzijoje; 

3. magistranturos programos orientuotos j tyrimus, 
profesing veiklq arba sudaro siq tipq kombinacijq. Da- 
lis magistranturos programq skirta jau dirbantiems as- 
menims. Norintieji gauti magistro kvalifikacinj laipsnj lan- 
ko paskaitas, seminarus, atlieka tiriamsgi darbq. Magistro 
kvalifikacinis laipsnis suteikiamas uz moksling tiriamqjq 
veiklq arba baigus studiju programq, j kuriq jeina nedi- 
delio tyrimq projekto parengimas ir egzaminas. Sis mo- 
delis budingas Didziajai Britanijai, Airijai ir kt. 

Pastaruoju metu pastebimatendencija plesti magist- 
rantGros programas, skirtas dirbantiems asmenims. To- 
kios programos populiarios Didziojoje Britanijoje, JAV, 
Kanadoje, Olandijoje ir kt. 

Apibendrinant galima teigti, kad uzsienio salyse pa- 
grindiniai magistranturos organizavimo bruozai yra sie: 
magistranturos programq trumpinimas, akademinio ir 
profesinio studijq profiliq atskyrimas, magistranturos 
studijq programq dirbantiems asmenims pasiula. 

3 

MAGISTRANTUROS STUDIJU 
KRYPTINGUMAS IR TURINYS: 
MAGISTRANTUROS STUDIjy VADOVy, 
MAGISTRANTU IRABSOLVENTy 
VERTINIMAI 

Magistraturos programq vadovq, magistrantq bei absol- 
ventq anketose pateikti klausimai buvo susijg su svar- 
biausiais studijq organizavimo parametrais: programos 
kryptingumu, turiniu, apimtimi ir kt. 

Programos kryptingumq, kaip orientacijq i moksling 
veiklq, pabreze 33% absolventq ir 27% magistrantq. Kad 
programa yra skirta pasirengti profesinei veiklai, kuriai 
reikia tvirtesniq moksliniq ziniq ir gebejimq, atsake 60% 
absolventq ir 69% magistrantq. Kitokiq nuomong pareis- 
ke magistranturos vadovai: 20% vadovq magistranturos 
tikslu laike pasirengimq profesinei veiklai ir net 72% - 
pasirengimq mokslinei veiklai (zr. 1 pav.). 

Tyrimo metu atskleistas priestaravimas rodo, kad re- 
alus magistraturos programq turinys neatitinka univer- 
sitetq deklaruojamq tikslu. Tai leidzia formuluoti hipote- 
zg, kad j moksling veiklq orientuotos studijos yra laiko- 
mos prestiziskesnemis universitetui ir organizuojamos 
ne visada pagrjstai. Taigi pasiskirstymas tarp magist- 
ranturos akademinio ir profesinio profilio islieka, taciau 
studentai ir studijq organizatoriai ji traktuoja skirtingai. 

Pastaraisiais desimtmeciais Europoje vyravo tenden- 
cija, kad univesitetuose yra akcentuojamos akademi- 
nes, bet ne profesines zinios ir gebejimai (Salamanca 
Convention 2001 . The Bologna Process and the Euro- 
pean Higher Education Area. 2001). Taciau del spar- 


practical training in an enterprise, students are conferred a 
Master qualification degree in a year and can start vocational 
career or continue studies for a Doctoral degree. Those who 
are more interested in fundamental research studies, during 
the period of one year, obtain a Master’s degree certifying 
their scientific qualification. It takes two more years to carry 
out scientific work and obtain a Doctoral degree. This Master 
study model prevails in France. 

3. Master study programmes oriented to research, pro- 
fessional activity or combination of these types. Some of these 
Master programmes are for employed people. Those willing 
to obtain a Master qualification degree attend lectures and 
perform scientific research. Master qualification degree is con- 
ferred for scientific research activity or completion of a study 
programme that includes the preparation of a small-scale 
research project and an examination. This model is peculiar 
to Great Britain, Ireland, and other countries. 

A trend has emerged recently to expand Master pro- 
grammes for employed people. Such programmes are popu- 
lar in Great Britain, the USA, Canada, Holland, etc. 

In conclusion, the main Master study programme organi- 
zational traits in foreign countries are as follows: shortening 
the duration of the programmes, distinguishing between aca- 
demic and professional study profiles, providing Master study 
programmes for employed people. 

3 

ORIENTATION AND CURRICULA 
OF MASTER STUDY PROGRAMMES: 
OPINIONS BY MASTER STUDY 
SUPERVISORS, MASTER PROGRAMME 
STUDENTS AND GRADUATES 

Questions in Master study supervisor, Master student and 
graduate questionnaires were related to the major study 
organisation parameters: programme orientation, curricula, 
extent, etc. 

Programme orientation to scientific research work was 
indicated by 33% graduates and 27% Master programme 
students. 60% graduates and 69 % Master programme stu- 
dents favoured a Master programme designed for the 
preparation for a professional career emphasising the ne- 
cessity of more solid scientific knowledge and skills. On 
the contrary, 20% of Master study supervisors considered 
Master studies as designed for the preparation for profes- 
sional activity and even 72% of them - as the preparation 
for scientific research work (see Fig. 1). 

The discrepancy revealed during the research indicates 
that real curricula of Master study programmes do not corre- 
spond to the purposes declared by universities. A hypoth- 
esis can be formulated that scientific research-oriented stud- 
ies are considered to be more prestigious for a university 
and their organisation is not always well justified. Thus, the 
differentiation between academic and professional profile in 
Master studies remains, although it is treated by students 
and study organisers differently. 

During recent decades, a tendency has prevailed that uni- 
versities emphasise academic, not professional knowledge and 
skills (Salamanca Convention 2001 . The Bologna Process and 
the European Higher Education Area. 2001). However, due to 
rapid technological changes, internationalisation of economy, 
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Pasirengti mokslinei veiklai / 
Prepare for scientific research 

Pasirengti profesinei veiklai / 
Prepare for professional activity 

Kita/ 

Other 


Programg vadovai / 
Master programme supervisors 


Absolventai / 
Graduates 


Magistrantai / 

Master programme students 


1 pav. Magistranturos programu kryptingumas magistranturos program^ vadovg, absolventu ir magistrantu vertinimu 
Fig. 1. Master programme orientation according opinion by Master programme supervisors, Master programme students and graduates 


cios technologijq pazangos, ekonomikos internaciona- 
lizavimo, darbdaviai pageidauja aukstos kvalifikacijos 
specialistq, gebanciq demonstruoti savo kompetenci- 
jas ne vienoje veiklos srityje, taciau sugebanciq prisitai- 
kyti prie kintanciq veiklos sqlygq. Todel galima teigti, 
kad, salia mokslinio profilio magistranturos programq, 
turetu buti organizuojama profesines krypties magist- 
rantura. 

Siekimas gauti geresnj darbq bei specialybes per- 
spektyvumas yra svarbiausi magistranturos studijq pa- 
sirinkimo motyvai. Taigi studentai, pasirinkdami magist- 
ro studijas, siekia jsitvirtinti aukstu kvalifikacijq reikalau- 
jancioje darbo rinkoje. Magistrantams ir absolventams 
taip pat yra svarbus noras pratgsti studijas bei gilinti 
zinias. Toks studijq pasirinkimo motyvas leidzia many- 
ti, kad dalis studentq magistranturos studijas renkasi 
kaip pasirengiamqjj etapq doktoranturos studijoms ar- 
ba kaip alternatyvq nedarbui. 

Daugelis magistrantq bei absolventq studijuodami 
dirba ir jq profesine veikla yra susijusi su magistrantu- 
ros studijomis. Dauguma dirbanciq magistrantq darbui 
skiria daugiau kaip 6 val. per dienq. Taciau galimybe 
sekmingai derinti darbo laik^ ir studijas leidzia kelti klau- 
sim^ apie programq trukmg ir turinj: ar ji nera per ilga, 
ar studijq programoje iskelti tikslai nera per zemi ir jie 
realiai neatitinka nuosekliqju studijq nuostatuose ma- 
gistranturos studijoms keliamq reikalavimq. 

Daznai pabreziama, kad studentai magistrantOros 
programq nebaigia nustatytu laiku. Viena svarbiausiq 
studijq nebaigimo priezasciq yra nesugebejimas sude- 
rinti studijq ir darbo laiko. Taip pat svarbios ir finansines 
priezastys. Tuo tarpu sudetinga studijq programa ar nu- 
sivylimas studijq turiniu, magistrantq ir absolventq nuo- 
mone nera lemiamas veiksnys studijq nutraukimui. 

Dauguma magistrantq ir absolventq mano, kad dar- 
bui susirasti didelg reiksmg turi magistro kvalifikacinis 


employers favour specialists with high qualification, able to 
demonstrate their competences in diverse work areas and able 
to adapt to constantly changing working conditions. There- 
fore, it can be concluded that alongside with scientific profile 
Master programmes, profession-oriented Master studies 
should be organised. 

The possibility to get a better job and the promising speci- 
ality are the major determinants in choosing Master study pro- 
grammes. Thus, by entering Master studies students attempt 
to anchor in labour market that demands high qualifications. 
Master programme students and graduates are also willing 
to continue studies and deepen their knowledge. Such study 
motive allows to assume that a number of students choose 
Master study programmes as a preparatory stage for Doctoral 
studies or an alternative to unemployment. 

A great number of Master programme students and 
graduates are employed while studying and their professional 
activity is related to Master studies. The majority of Master 
programme students are employed more than six hours per 
day. However, a possibility to successfully cohere the work- 
ing time and studies raises questions about the duration and 
curricula of programmes: is the programme not too long; are 
the goals of the programme not too low; do they really corre- 
spond to the Regulations of Consecutive Studies for Master 
programmes? 

It is often emphasised that students do not complete 
Master studies during the set time limits. One of the main 
reasons of this is inability to cohere time for work and stud- 
ies. Besides, financial reasons are also important. Whereas a 
complex study programme or disappointment in study cur- 
riculum, according to Master programme students and gradu- 
ates, is not a crucial factor for drop out. 

A great number of Master programme students and 
graduates think that the acquisition of a Master qualification 
degree is an important prerequisite for future employment. It 
means that employers value employees with a Master de- 
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laipsnis. Tai rodo, kad darbdaviai auksciau vertina dar- 
buotojus baigusius magistranturos studijas. Taciau gali- 
madaryti prielaidq, kad darbdaviai, suteikdami pirmeny- 
bp magistro kvalifikacini laipsnj turintiems darbuotojams, 
nuvertina pirmosios pakopos studijq reiksmg. Del to nuo- 
lat auga studentu, tqsianciq studijas antrojoje pakopoje, 
skaicius (Statistikos departamentas. Svietimas, 2000). 

Nepaisant to, kad magistranturos studijij vadovai, 
magistrantai ir absolventai skirtingai suvokia magistran- 
turos studijLj kryptingumq, dauguma magistrantij ir ab- 
solventLj teigia, kad magistranturos programij turinys 
atitinka arba is dalies atitinka tai, ko reikia praktikoje. 
Absolventai magistranturos programos atitikimq prakti- 
niam darbui vertina dar pozityviau. 

Nors magistranturos studijLj programij turinys yra ver- 
tinamas teigiamai, pastebima, kad magistranturai nera 
skiriama pakankamai demesio tiek Lietuvoj, tiek uzsie- 
nyje. Organizuojant magistranturos studijas esama ne- 
mazai neapibreztumq ir neaiskiq vietq. Siekiant gerinti 
studijLj organizavimo kokybp magistranturos programu 
vadovai siulo kurti lankscias, individualizuotas mokymo 
programas, atitinkancias studijuojanciqjq poreikius, plesti 
bendradarbiavimqsu uzsienio universitetais, gerinti mo- 
kymo bazp, diegti naujas technologijas, atskirti akade- 
minj ir profesinj studijij profilius. Absolventai labiausiai 
akcentuoja mokslines-tyrimines bazes gerinimq ir moks- 
liniq tyrimq skatinimq bei destytoju ir studentq mainus su 
uzsienio universitetais. Tuotarpu magistrantai mano, kad 
reikia studijas orientuoti j prakting veiklq, atkreipia de- 
mesj i nepakankamq destytoju kvalifikacijq. 

Svarbus studijq tobulinimo veiksnys yra universite- 
tq bendradarbiavimas su socialiniais partneriais, kuris 
leidzia magistrantams atlikti praktikq organizacijose, pa- 
tikrinti, kaip studijq turinys atitinka veiklos pasaulio rei- 
kalavimus. Absolventai siulo atskirti magistranturos stu- 
dijq profilius: akademinio profilio studijos, kurios butq 
orientuotos j moksling veiklq, o j profesing veiklq orien- 
tuotas studijas sutrumpinti ir jvesti daugiau praktikoje 
pritaikomq moduliq. 

ISVADOS IR REKOMENDACIJOS 

1 . Praeitas desimtmetis universitetuose pasizymejo per- 
ejimu prietripakopes studijq sistemos. Lietuva viena pir- 
mujq Europos saliu, atsisakydama centralizuoto vado- 
vavimo ir remdamasi JAV patirtimi, jvede bakalauro, 
magistranturos ir doktoranturos studijas. Taigi Lietu- 
vos aukstqjq studijq sistema del praeitame desimtme- 
tyje jvykdytos reformos lenkia daugelj Europos saliq. 

2. Lietuvoje magistranturos akademinis ir profesi- 
nis profiliai nera aiskiai atskirti ir apibrezti, todel mu- 
su salyje organizuojama magistrantura labiausiai ati- 
tinka treciqjj modelj - magistrantGros programos yra 
orientuotos j tyrimus, profesing veiklq arba sudaro siu 
tipq kombinacijq. 

3. Rekomenduotina pripazinti ir jteisinti akademi- 
nio, profesinio o kartais ir misraus profilio magistran- 
turos studijas. Profesinio profilio magistranturos stu- 
dijos reikalautq maziau valstybes lesq, nes jos galetu 
buti trumpesnes, ir studentai, jgijg reikiamq kvalifika- 
cijq, greiciau jsilietq i veiklos pasaulj. Nuo specialiqjq 


gree more. On the other hand, we can make an assumption 
that, giving priority to employees who hold a Master qualifi- 
cation degree, employers devalue the importance of the first 
stage studies. Therefore, the number of students who con- 
tinue studies in the second stage has been constantly in- 
creasing (Department of Statistics. Education, 2000). 

Nevertheless, Master study supervisors, Master pro- 
gramme students and graduates understand the orientation 
of Master studies differently. The majority of Master pro- 
gramme students and graduates state that Master pro- 
gramme curricula fully or partly correspond to what is required 
in practice. Masters evaluate the correspondence of Master 
programmes to practical work even more positively. 

Although Master programme curricula are evaluated po- 
sitively, it can be noticed that Master studies are not paid 
adequate attention to, both in Lithuania and abroad. There is 
a great deal of uncertainty and ambiguity in Master study 
organisation. Seeking to improve the quality of study orga- 
nisation, Master programme supervisors suggest develop- 
ing flexible, individualised teaching programmes, corres- 
ponding to learner needs, extending the cooperation with 
foreign universities, improving teaching basis, implementa- 
tion of new technologies, differentiation between academic 
and professional study profiles. Masters stress the improve- 
ment of scientific-research basis and promotion of scientific 
research most, as well as student and teacher exchange with 
foreign universities. Whereas Master programme students 
think that studies have to be practice-oriented and point to 
insufficient teacher qualification. 

A very important factor in study development is the coop- 
eration between universities and social partners that empow- 
ers Master programme students to perform practical training 
in organisations and assess how study curricula correspond 
to work world demands. Graduates suggest separating Mas- 
ter study profiles: academic profile studies oriented to scien- 
tific work and shortened profession-oriented studies contain- 
ing more modules that can be applied in practice. 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

1 . Last decade was marked by the transition to a tripartite 
study systems in universities. Lithuania was one of the first 
European countries that abandoned centralised manage- 
ment and, on the ground of the USA experience, introduced 
Bachelor, Master and Doctoral programme studies. Thus, 
owing to the reform implemented in the previous decade, 
Lithuanian higher education system has overtaken higher 
education systems of many European countries. 

2. In Lithuania, academic and professional profiles of Mas- 
ter studies are not clearly separated and defined; therefore, 
Master studies organised in our country correspond to the third 
model most of all, i.e. Master studies are oriented to research, 
professional activity or the combination of both. 

3. It is recommended to acknowledge and legitimate aca- 
demic, professional and sometimes combined profile Master 
studies. Professional profile Master studies would require less 
financial resources from the government, as they could be 
shorter, and upon the acquisition of the qualification, students 
could enter the working world sooner. The difference between 
special professional studies and professional Master studies 
would be that after graduating from professional Master pro- 
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profesiniq studijq jos skirtusi tuo, kad baigus profesinq 
magistranturq butu suteikiamas magistro kvalifikacinis 
laipsnis ir profesine kvalifikacija. 

4. Magistranturos studiju programu vadovai akcen- 
tuoja akademinj studiju kryptingumq. Magistrantai ir ab- 
solventai studijq kryptingumq jvardina kaip skirtq pasi- 
rengti profesinei veiklai ir sieja jas su karjeros galimy- 
bemis. 

5. Mokslinio profilio magistranturos studijos turetq 
buti skirtos intelektualinio potencialo ugdymui. Sio pro- 
filio magistranturq reiketq suvokti kaip pasirengiamqjj 
etapq doktoranturai. j jas butq galima priimti maziau stu- 
dentq, jvertinus ju polinkj mokslinei veiklai. Taip butq 
uztikrinamas mokslinio personalo kartq perimamumas. 

6. Profiliq atskyrimas sudarytu prielaidas didinti ma- 
gistranturos organizavimo formLj jvairovq ir derinti dar- 
bq bei studijas. Tiketina, kad tuo atveju j magistrantu- 
ros studijas butq stojama ne is karto po pagrindiniq 
studiju, bet jgijus profesinq patirtj. Tokia studijq orga- 
nizavimo forma leistu palaikyti nuolatinj rysj su veiklos 
pasauliu. 
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grammes students would be conferred a Master qualifica- 
tion degree and professional qualification. 

4. Master programme supervisors emphasise academic 
orientation of studies. Whereas Master programme students 
and graduates claim that Master studies should be oriented 
to the preparation for professional activity and relate them 
to career possibilities. 

5. Master studies of scientific research profile should be 
designed to intellectual potential development. These Mas- 
ter studies should be understood as a preparatory stage to 
Doctoral studies. They should enrol fewer students, having 
evaluated their inclination to research work. This would guar- 
antee the continuity of scientific personnel generations. 

6. The separation of profiles would create conditions to 
increase the diversity of Master study organisational forms 
and cohere work and studies. Presumably, in that case stu- 
dents would enter Master studies not directly after the first 
stage of studies, but having acquired vocational experience. 
Such study organisational form would allow to maintain con- 
stant links with the world of work. 
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